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INSTRUCTIONS MANUAL




Introduction

The Drywall Lift allows one person to lift 2 drywall panel that is up to 4 1t X 16ft in size,
without assistance. The panel can be raised to a maximum height of 11ft for attachment to
level ceilings-or (with the 1ift's cradle tilted) to sloped ceilings or side walls. For higher
ceilings, an Extension Accessory is available that inereases maximum lift to 151,

The Lift's cradle lowers to 34 in. Off the floor for easy panel loading, and can support up to
1501bs.

These instructions explain how to assemble the Lift, operate it , disassemble it after use for

casy transport and storage, and order replacement paris, We urge you to read the Important
Precautions below, and the Operation sections, before trying to use the Lift.

Important Precautions

' WARNING To protect against serious injury, use common sense and observe the
o following precautions when-operating the Drywall Lift. -

ALWAYS study these instructions before operating, and pay close attention to all warnings.
ALWAYS inspect the unit carefully before each day's use (pay special attention to the
condition of the cable).

ALWAYS allow the Lift te reach working room temperature before use {(moving a cold unit
into 2 warm room can cause condensation, which could affect the operation of the winch
brake). Always be sure the brake drum is clean and dry before operating.

NEVER use the Lift if either crossarm support is not secured by its locking spring tab.
ALWAYS keep the work area free of obstructions. '

ALWAYS wear a hard hat when operating this Lift. ALWAYS watch for overhead
abstructions when lifting the drywali panel.

NEVER use the Lift for any purpose other than lifting a drywall panél.

NEVYER lift more than one sheet of drywall at a time. Never lift more than 1501bs.
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Assembly

Components

The Drywall Lift is s'hipped as several components that must be assembled
before use: '

Tripod base assembly

Frame assembly, which includes a winch assembly and standard (4-ft)
telescoping lift sections :

Cradle assembly, without its detachable crossarms

« Two cradle crossarm assemblies

Press down on

Assembly Procedure _ .
slide yoke ring

1. Setup the tripod base:

a. Set the base onthe floor, resting on its casters.

b. Press down on the slide yoke ring. Hold the ring down while you
swing the two forward legs out untilthe yoke rings snaps into ihe
jocking hole on the bottom of the slide tube.

To prevent the tripod base from rolling backward during assembly,

jower the backstop as shown.

2. Set the frame assembly onto the two "v" angles on the tripod base, and
lower the frame about 1 in. Until itis secured by the angles.

Before continuing, be sure the frame is pushed all the way down andis

held securely by the angles.

Set {lower)
the backstop

Steps 1-band 1-¢

Crossarm

.. Teiescoping
Seclions
Frame

Housing Assembly

Components of Drywall Lift



Assembly (continued)

Rotate wheel

3. Altach the handle to the winch wheel. Tighten the nut, then back it off

slightly so the handle turns freely. forward o, Ralse
4. Move the winch assembly into its working position: ' “\,\\ ﬁf”; T brake arm
N - ’;/'\. v/, K " - ‘:‘_:/—w,—
a. Hold the winch wheeland brake arm as shown. Rotate the winch »ﬁ?‘f, “2’ —
wheel forward slightly while you lift on the brake arm to release the N o
brake. -

b. Raise the brake arm all the way up. Grasp the winch post, and grip
the brake arm firmly with your thumb. .

¢. Place your right hand on top of the frame. Continue to grip the brake
arm as needed to prevent cable backlash, and pull the winch assem-

bly all the way toward you. Step 4-a

d. When the winch is fully extended {away from the frame housing),
release the brake arm and swing the retaining hook away so itno

longer secures the telescoping sections inside the frame housing. Grip brake arm
. with your thumb
5. Press the winch assembly slightly back toward the frame. This auto- to prevent backlash

matically engages the slide bar lock to keep the winch fully extended.

IMPORTANT: Before continuing, be sure that the slide bar lock is fully
engaged — that is, rotated clockwise as far as possible.

Continue to grip
brake arm

Retaining !

Hook

S@eps 4-c and 4-d

Slide Bar

To avoid injury, slide

bar lock must be fully

engaged if winch
assembly is extended.

Rotate slide
barlock
clockwise
to engage




"~ Assembly (continued)

6. Attach the cradie to the frame:

. N Snap latch ——
a. Insert the cradle's post into the opening on top-of the frame. _ upwardto -

secure cradie
-

b Secure the cradle to the frame by snapping the tilt latch upward so it
hooks over the stud on the cradle.

7 Attach the crossarms to the cradie:
NOTE: The crossarms are interchangeable.

a. Slide the tapered plates onthe crossarms into the tapered sockets
on the cradle.

b. Press each crossarm forward into the socket until the spring tab on
the bottom of the crossarm snaps into place.

TOP VIEW :

D

Step 7a




Operator Conirols
]
Slide Yoke Ring

Press down on the slide yoke ring to unlatch the two forward legs so they
can be rotated out to the Lift's working position or in to its storage position
Aspring-loaded pin snaps into a hole on the bottom of the slide tube, fo
lack the folding legs in position.

Backstop '
Pivot the backstop down to prevent the base fromrolling backward, or up
to allow the unit to wheel freely.

Qutriggers

The ouiriggers on the crossarms extend for supporting a longer drywaill
panel.

To extend an outrigger, pull cut the lock pin with your right hand until you can
slide the outrigger out with your left hand. The lock pin can engage to lock
the oulrigger at one of three positions; fully retracted; extended 21 in.; or

extended 33 in.

IMPORTANT: Meverload a drywall panel or operate the Lift if the lock pins
are not engaged at one of these three posmons or if the outriggers are ex-
tended beyond the 33-in. position.

To avoid damaging them, always fully retractthe outriggers before trans-
porting or storing the Lift.
Panel Support Hooks

Open the support hook on each crossarm to support the drywall panel when
it is being loaded, or when the cradle is tilted.

To avoid damaging them, always close the support hooks before transport-
ing or storing the LIft.
Slide Bar Lock

The stide bar lock holds the winch assembly at its operating (fully extended)
position.

To fold the winch assembly against the frame {(when disassembling the unit
for transport or storage), disengage the lock by turning it counterclockwise
as you lift on the slide bar.

When you reassemble the unit for operation, extending the winch assembly

al} the way and then pressing it back slightly toward the frame automatically

ehgages the lock.

Never tighten the nut on the slide bar lock, or you will be unabie to fold up
the unit for transport and storage.

Siide Yoke
Ring .

Backstop

Panel
Support Hook

Lock Pin

Slide Bar

Rotate slide
barjock
clockwise
to engage




Operator Controls (continued)

Tilt Latch
Tilt Latch

To allow the cradie to tilt (for loading a drywall panel, or for raising the panel
1o a side wall or stoped ceiling), or to remove the cradle from the frame, pivot
the tilt latch out and down. To lock the cradle onto the frame without tilting, ;
pivot the latch up to engage the stud on the cradle. = L-":"J Stud

NOTE: When itis in the level {nontilted )position, the cradle will also tilt up to
10° side-to-side.
Brake Arm

Aspring-loaded brake holds the cradle at whatever height you raise it by
cranking the winch wheel. Tolower the cradle, control the backward rota-
tion of the winch by grasping the wheel handle asyou carefully raise the
brake arm to release the brake.

Winch Wheel, Handle, and Post

Cranking the winch (using the wheel handle) coils or uncoils the cable that
raises or lowers the cradie.

Grasp the post for leverage when crénking the winch.

Retaining Hook

The retaining hook secures the telescoping sections inside the frame, for
transport and storage.

Wheel/

Handle

Winch 3
Wheel :

Retaining
. Hook

R TR AT A Eam




Operating Procedure

“IMPORTANT: Read the "Important Precautions" on page 3 before
you operate the Lift.

Safety Check Before Operation
Before you begin operating the Lift each day:

-]

Inspect the unit carefully for wear or damage. Pay special attention to
the cable,

Be sure the Lift is at working room temperature before operating.

Be sure the winch brake drum is clean and dry before operating.

To Load a Drywall Panel

1.
2,

Set (lower) the backstop, so the Liftwon't roll backward (see page 7).

Swing open the panel! support hooks on the two crossarms. Be sure the
cradle is turned so the support hooks are on the opposite side from the
winch wheel.

Extend the crossarm outriggers on the cradie as needed to fully support
the length of the drywall panel (see page 7).

Release the tilt latch to tilt the cradle (see page 8).

Hold the drywall panel with its face paper toward the tilted cradle, and
load the panel onto the Lift as shown. Set the panel onfo the support
hooks, and carefully lean it against the crossarms.

. Ifinstalling the panel on a fiat ceiling, tiltthe cradle back up toits level

position and lock the tilt latch. If installing the panel on a sidewall or a
sloped ceiling, leave the cradle tilted.

. Raise the backstop on the base, and carefully roll the Lift close to the

position where the panel will be installed.

To avoid serious injury,
follow all " Important
Precautions,” page 3.

ALWAYS wear a hard
hat when operating.

To avoid injury:

= LIse ONLY for lifting a
drywall panel.

« Lift ONLY one panel
at a time.

» NEVER lift more than
150 Ibs.




Operation (continued})

To Raise the Panel

IMPORTANT: Always lower the backstop before raisingthe panel toa
sloped ceiling or a side wall.

Crank the winch wheel in the direction shown (hold the post for leverage)
until the panel is at the desired height.

The brake is spring-loaded to automatically hold the cradle at- the selected
height when you stop cranking.

To Lower the Panel

1. Grasp the wheel handle with your right hand so you can restrain the
backward rotation of the winch.

2. Retain your hold on the winch handle. Carefully release the brake with
your left hand and slowly rotate the wheel backward to lower the cradle
to the desired height.

Disassembly and Storage

‘Always store the Drywall Liftin a dry, protected area. To disassemble for
more compact storage, refer to page 11.

To avoid serious injury,
watch for overhead
obstructions when
raising panel.

Cradle drops rapidly
when brake arm
is released.

Control winch with
your right hand on
wheel handle BEFORE
releasing brake.

Restrain the
backward rotation
of the winch

Release the
brake carefully




Disassembly

To disassemble the Drywall Lift for transport or compact storage.

1. Crank the cradle all the way down.

2 Slide the cradle outriggers all the way in until they tatch. Close the panel
support hooks.

3. Remove the crossarms by pressing the spring tab on the bottom and spring tab =

sliding the crossarm out of the tapered socket. to release }/ | !
Crossarm o ’ i 5

4. Uniock the cradle tilt latch. Lift the cradle (about 3in .) Until you can re- P
move it from the frame. o Step 3

5 Rotate the winch wheel one full rotation forward as shown. This will
raise the inner telescoping section.

6. Unlock the winch assembly by lifting the slide bar with your left hand
while you rotate the slide bar lock counterclockwise with your right
hand.

7 Holdthe slide bar lock in this disengaged position (step 6), and press
down on the telescoping sections in the frame with your teft hand. The
winch assembly will move toward the frame housing.

8. Crank the telescoping sections all the way down. Swing up the retaining
hook as shown, and crank the telescoping sections back up slightly until
secured by the hook.

9. Hold the retaining hook in this position with your left hand, and rotate the
winch forward with your right hand.

The winch assembly will fold up against the frame. When the slide bar
contacts the frame, tighten the cable by tuming the wheel further (just
enough to hold the winch assembly in this position).

10. Carefully lift the frame/winch about 1 in. To free it from the tripod base.

11. Tofold the base, press down onthe slide yoke ring and pivot the forward
jegs in unfil they lock in the closed position. :

. Hold
the hook




Maintenance

s Inspect the cable before each work day. Replace itatthe first sign of
wear (refer to the instructions supplied with the replacement cable).

e Occasionally oil the cable pulleys. Crankup the telescoping secticns
for access to the internal cable puttey. Never allow oil or grease to con-
tact the surface of the winch brake drum.

e QOccasionally oil the caster bearings.

If the telescoping sections of the frame don't operate s.moothly, apply
household paraffin to the sliding surfaces.

Extension Accessory

For higher ceilings, an Extension Accessory is available that increases
maximum ift to 15 ft (instead of the standard 11 ft).

The Accessory consists of two 6-ft telescoping sections that replace the
standard 4-ft sections in the frame. Alonger cable is preinstalled in the tele-
scoping sections, and must be attached 1o the winch drum.

To Instali the Accessory

Remove the Standard Telescoping Sections
1 Release the cable tension until you can loosen the cable from the moor-
ing tabin the winch. Pull the cable out through the hole in the winch
drum.

2. With alarge pliers, grasp the top end of the two telescoping sections
and ift them out of the frame housing as a unit. Pulling the free end of
the cable to ward the winch wheel will help raise the telescoping secretary-

tions.

Remove the telescoping sections (and the cable) completely out of the
frame housing.

10

Loosen cable from
mooring tab




Extension Accessory (continued)

Install the Longer Telescoping Seclions Telescoping _
' Sections ————1
1. Feed the free (crimped)end of the Accessory's cable down into the A
pocket near the top the frame housing. 1: .

JMPORTANT: The cable must be routed over the top of the puliey.

et

2. Pull the cable through the pecket, and slide the new telescoping secretary- Route cable ‘J;J

tions down into the frame. over top of ‘
i ' puliey
3. Feed the free end of the cable under and around the winch hub, then 7

through the hole into the winch drum.

R B A A e g

4. Secure the crimped end of the cable firmily behind the mooring tab in-
side the drum.

PO
(RSP
o e AR

5. Rotate the winch wheel forward to take up the slack in the cable.

To avoid serious injury,
cable must pass over

the top of the pulley in |
the frame pocket. ‘

Wind cable
around winch
hub and into
drum

Secure cable
behind mooring tab

11



Part Descriptions

Ref. No. |

Description

Tripod Base

Frame Asse

mbiy

10

Frame assembly, complete (includes winch assembly)

Winch Asserhbly

20

Wmc_h assembly compiete _

30 Brake arm assemb!y

_sn_g',' brake (with fastens

32 Spring, tension, brake arm

brake (with bofis)

34 Handle winch wheel

Cradle Assembly

Pin, hmge”(wrth bo!ts)

ssar S

Cap, crossarm end

HIMPORTANT: Carefully follow the instructions supplied with the reptacement cable.

12




Replacement Parts (continued)

Cradle Assembly
(complete, including crossarms}:

pl

o

BOIRY

Winch Assembly
{complete):

@

Frame Assembly

H_@ {complete, inclding winch):

Crossarm Assembly
{complete):

@

13
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y: Tripod Base Assembly
@ (complete):




LIMITED WARRANTY

Vestil Manufacturing Corporation (“Vestil’) warrants this product to be free of defects in material and workmanship
during the warranty period. Our warranty obligation is to provide a replacement for a defective original part if the part is
covered by the warranty, after we receive a proper request from the warrantee (you) for warranty service.

Who may request service?
Only a warrantee may request service. You are a warrantee if you purchased the product from Vestil or from an
authorized distributor AND Vestil has been fully paid.

What is an “original part”?
An original part is a part used to make the product as shipped to the warrantee.

What is a “proper request”?

A request for warranty service is proper if Vestil receives: 1) a photocopy of the Customer Invoice that displays the
shipping date; AND 2) a written request for warranty service including your name and phone number. Send requests
by any of the following methods:

Mail Fax Email
Vestil Manufacturing Corporation (260) 665-1339 sales@vestil.com
2999 North Wayne Street, PO Box 507 Phone
Angola, IN 46703 (260) 665-7586

In the written request, list the parts believed to be defective and include the address where replacements should be
delivered.

What is covered under the warranty?

After Vestil receives your request for warranty service, an authorized representative will contact you to determine
whether your claim is covered by the warranty. Before providing warranty service, Vestil may require you to send the
entire product, or just the defective part or parts, to its facility in Angola, IN. The warranty covers defects in the
following original dynamic components: motors, hydraulic pumps, electronic controllers, switches and cylinders. It also
covers defects in original parts that wear under normal usage conditions (“wearing parts”): bearings, hoses, wheels,
seals, brushes, batteries, and the battery charger.

How long is the warranty period?

The warranty period for original components is 30 days. The warranty period begins on the date when Vestil ships the
product to the warrantee. If the product was purchased from an authorized distributor, the period begins when the
distributor ships the product. Vestil may extend the warranty period for products shipped from authorized distributors
by up to 30 days to account for shipping time.

If a defective part is covered by the warranty, what will Vestil do to correct the problem?
Vestil will provide an appropriate replacement for any covered part. An authorized representative of Vestil will contact
you to discuss your claim.

What is not covered by the warranty?

1. Labor;

2. Freight;

3. Occurrence of any of the following, which automatically voids the warranty:

e Product misuse;

Negligent operation or repair;
Corrosion or use in corrosive environments;

Inadequate or improper maintenance,;

Damage sustained during shipping;
Collisions or other incidental contacts causing damage to the product;

Unauthorized modifications: DO NOT modify the product IN ANY WAY without first receiving written
authorization from Vestil. Modification(s) might make the product unsafe to use or might cause excessive
and/or abnormal wear.

Do any other warranties apply to the product?
Vestil Manufacturing Corp. makes no other express warranties. All implied warranties are disclaimed to the extent
allowed by law. Any implied warranty not disclaimed is limited in scope to the terms of this Limited Warranty.

estil
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